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Takes A Shine To History 


years in the National Guard. 


Smith’s Volunteers Aug. 14 at 


pend, 


By STEVE BIONDO representations of Ben Williams owns a complete McClenny, 37, a Suffolk the armory. The group of 
Franklin’s “Don’t Tread on Confederate uniform (not an native, has put 14yearsinthe elderly veterans meet each 
“ ‘A’ Battery has always Me” flag, as well as the Betsy original, but remade), as well Guard andBruckse has putin year to check on who of the B 
taken a shine to history,” Ross flag and a number of as Civil War period leather 29. They are classified as civil old unit still carry on. The 
says SFC Richard N. variations of the latter design equipment such as cartridge service employes, but their last survivor will toast his 
Bruckse, administrative that American soldiers box, belt and cap pouch. awarness of Suffolk's history fallen comrades from a bottle 
supply technician with “A” fought under in the seven- Williams used to be a makes them a little special. of champagne set aside for 
Battery, 3rd Battn., 111th Air year conflict that was the member of an organization McClenny, a__ life-long that specific occasion after «i is or 
Defense Artillery at the American Revolution. called the North-South resident, had relatives in the “war to end wars” finally «* dote: 
Suffolk National Guard ar- — {n the foyer of the armory, Skirmish Association, whose Company ‘‘F”’, Smith's ended. Pi War 
mory on Smithfield Road. however, is a flag that members gather by the volunteers, an Army unit — Bruckse and McClenny “ar writt 
We're staunch history Bruckse describes as the hundreds twice each year (in that was formed from Suffolk trying to keep up “A” Bat-, Fren 
buffs. ; “first” American military thefallandspring)todressin men in 1917. A group picture tery'a re chakion te “taking” Ross 
Bruckse and his colleague, fjag. The banner is a Civil War uniforms and of the unit hangs in the ar- 4 Nina to hiskewo?! inate thro 
SP6 Raymond E. McClenny, representation of one carried participate in a live-fire mory foyer. Hcularty: aa the tation beni, - Univ 
are getting the armory ready by a unit of Maryland militia shooting match with original In fact, McClenny’s and the y hd Kinay « fhsor bait jae: hono 
for the nation’s bicentennial that dates to the 17th century. and reproduction muskets. Bruckse’s unit is sponsoring @ candles on the 200th birthday _ 
by displaying a collection of Theflagbearstheold English © Bruckse and McClenny are -eynion for the survivors of cake y 
America’s historic flags and _gesign of the steel-plated arm proud of their combined 43 
paintings of famousmoments with clenched fist, and Di 
in American military history. carries a field design still @ > ‘ Ind 
Besides that, Bruckse has seq on the present-day ? : doct 
been attempting to put Maryland state flag. dedi 
together a small museum out In a display case off the freer 
of artifacts he and Ist Set. iain office hallway of the care 
Thad T.Williams have been armory, Bruckse keeps the wow 
collecting since the armory jeginnings of a relic Jose 
was dedicated in 1958. museum. Rox 
The armory has been hung —Thus far, the mainstays of dist 
two dozen color prints of is museum are pictures of Har 
paintings commissioned by the dedication ceremony that cess 
‘ uo Bi f, the US. Army and dealing began the armory, and Bost 
with famous military mementoes of bygone wars. 

An original corporal’s field jacket of World War One vintage is displayed by Sgt. Richard N. = engagements of American This last includes pieces of D 
Bruckse at the National Guard Armory on Smithfield Road. The jacket is owned by S-Sgt.Thad history. The prints bring grape shot, shrapnel and phil 
Williams. vividly to life, in minute and fpinie balls dug from Suffolk seer 

authentic detail, moments fields, left behind by both of J 

me: such as Pickett’s charge at federal and Confederate poc 
Gettysburg, the more ob- sojdiers who skirmished quite sen: 

scure Revolutionary War often over possession of pref 

battle at Charleston, S.C., Suffolk soil during the “Late ove! 

and the stand of the U.S. [Unpleasantness.” bec: 

Cavalry against Roman  pruckse also has a number radi 

Nose’s Cheyenne warriors at of original items left over met 

Beecher’s Island, Colo., and from the First World War, Lat 

up to the bloody fighting at including an original enlisted | witl 

Tarawa in World War Two. man’s jacket and helmets ce = , sin the 

Bruckse, 46, is also proud of with original liners in them, in and 

the armory’s collection of just as they were issued to | MecClenny points out an uncle of his who served with Company F, 4th Virginia, called... dur 

reproduction flags. The flags, Goughboys back in 1917. “Smith’s Volunteers.” The unit, composed of Suffolkians, served in the First World War. g Bos 

hung on the wall of the ar- share a locker filled with Rev 
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Sgt. Bruckse (left) and SF6 McClenny model uniforms from America’s colonial soldierg. McClenny wears an original doughboy’s field jacket and 


Sgt. Bruckse points out the details on one of the oldest of American military banners. Con- 
‘ . past. Bruckse wears a tri-corner hat and shows a coat of the type worn by helmet from World War One. 


necticut troops of Washington’s army carried a flag similar to this. 
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CELEBRATING 


With America 


OF ZED sin 


AMERICA’S 
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It’s A Grand Occasion 
For Everybody! 
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DIVISIONS 


SUFFOLK, VA. 
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Patrick Henry’s Secret Tragedy At Home 


Even as Patrick Henry enchanted fellow 
lawmakers with his plea for liberty or death, there 
was a heavy secret in his heart — and waiting in his 
basement at home. 

He had married at 18; Sarah Shelton had been 16 and 
was the most fetching lassie the fiery Scotsman could 
dream of. They were happy and had six children, but 
when she was 34 something said goodbye to her mind. 

Confined in a straightdress, she was well cared for 
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SHE HAD “ALL” THE 
EQUIPMENT TO KEEP 


THINGS CLEAN.. 


We Do Too! 
eMOPS . 
¥ eWIPING CLOTHS 
* @PAPER PRODUCTS 
% eWAXES @SOAPS 
¥ eFLOOR MACHINES 
% eDEODORATES pe 
e@ BRUSHES SUFFOLK 
e INSECTICIDES SANITARY SUPPLY 


PHONE 539-5417 


FOR PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


SUFFOLK 
SANITARY SUPPLY INC. 


1257 WICHARD RD. SUFFOLK, VA. 
WILLIAM GOODWIN — OWNER 
PKI IIH IKK KKK EEK 


* 


kkkkkkkkkk 


SERVICE 
IS OUR 
SPECIALTY 
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by the children and servants, and by her husband 
when he was home. But her malady was kept secret 
from the countryside. 


He would go to the cellar several times each day and 
sit with her; he would feed her and talk to her. But 
nothing seemed to register. 


For three years it was so. Then in 1775, the year he 
demanded either liberty or death, Sarah found both. 
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Cars have 
changed... 
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SERVICE HASN'T! 


SERVICE 
LESTER BROS. 539-8521 


OFFICIAL STATE INSPECTION STATION 24 HR. 
WRECKER SERVICE *PICK UP & DELIVERY WHEEL 
DRUMS & ROTERS TURNED 
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Building a better and 
STRONGER _ 
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THANKS For Using 
Famous Webster Brick 


YOU CAN BE ASSURED OF 
THE FINEST QUALITY 


@ ANTIQUE © FACE 
© COMMON BRICK 


WEBSTER 


HOLLAND ROAD WEST OF SUFFOLK RT. 58 
PHONE 539-7438 


